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Left: Henri Matisse, Woman in a Hat (Femme au chapeau), 1905 

Right: Vincent van Gogh, The Night Cafe (Le café de nuit), 1888 
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ART & ARCHITECTURE 
 

20TH-CENTURY  

MODERN ART IN  

NEW YORK AND PARIS 

Following the revolutionary period in Paris, Modern art emerged out of the opposition between past and present. The 

modernist attitude is synonymous with innovation, changes, a deliberate and radical rejection of traditions of western art 

and new innovative artistic practices led by groups of avant-garde artists. These artists challenged the aesthetic norms and 

conventions and introduced a new style in complete rupture with the establishment and bourgeois society. Through an 

historical examination, the course will focus on function and meaning of art, architecture and design from the 20th century 

and later and on the ideological issues in which they arose. Students will develop a broad familiarity with the rise of  

modern art, and will discover the fascinating stories, key works, and iconic figures of modern art, from its origins in  

European Post-Impressionism and avant-garde movements to international contemporary visual cultures. 


